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SECOND STAGE – Moderate 

with one steep climb 

Start: St James, Chawleigh 

End: St Mary Magdalene,  
Chulmleigh 

Distance: 3.2 miles (5.2 km)

Overview 
From St James the route leaves Chawleigh along the B3042, 

to Hollow Tree Cross, before taking a footpath that leads -- 

via an unusual monument and through woods -- to an impres-

sive footbridge over the Little Dart River. The way then 

tracks the river before turning onto the Ridge and Valley Walk 

and making the steep ascent up Rock Hill to  

St Mary Magdalene, Chulmleigh. 

Directions 
On leaving St James Church turn left and exit by the main 

church gate. Across the road is the Jubilee Hall – follow the 

path to the right of the hall (this goes past the public toilet) 

and turn right on reaching the road. Pass the village shop 

and continue through the village (ca. 400 yards. At the road 

junction by Hollowtree, at the exit of the village there is a 

Give Way Sign. Continue straight on for about 100 yards 

(towards Chulmleigh) and take the footpath on the right-hand 

side. After crossing the first field, carry on with the line of the 

hedge on your left. At the end of the field, near a small out-

building, turn right, keeping the hedge on your left. A new gate 

then leads onto a path that descends into woods. 

Follow the path down to an unusual monument on the left — 

a bus stop! You might pause for a moment to consider the 

timetable. 

Cattle graze on the 

fields  by the river’s 

banks. Elsewhere deer, 

panting for water, come 

to the river banks. 

Kingfishers, too, have 

on rare occasions been 

seen. 

Fish found in the Little 

Dart include Brown 

Trout and Chub.
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There the ships go to 

and fro, and the  

leviathan (whale), which 

you formed to frolic 

there (Psalm 104:26) 

Then the angel showed

me the river of the water

of life, bright as crystal, 

flowing from the throne 

of God and of the 

Lamb through the mid-

dle of the street of the 

city. On either side of

the river is the tree of

life with its twelve kinds 

of fruit, producing its 

fruit each month; and 

the leaves of the tree 

are for the healing of the 

nations (Revelation 22:1,2) 

The path descends steeply, with a stream on the left. As you 

pass through a wooden five-bar gate, see if you can spot the 

unusual tall clumps of grass by the stream,  

pictured here  

Riparian Places

Riparian (from Oxford Languages) Law: relating to or situated 

on the banks of a river. ‘all riparian states must sign an agree-

ment. Ecology: relating to wetlands adjacent to rivers and 

streams.

The meeting here of stream and land is one such riparian area, 

with the most wonderful Tufted hair-grasses appearing as 

mounds about three feet tall. The persistent tussocks of 

Tufted hair-grass provide year-round shelter and refuge for a

wide variety of invertebrates. The grass is frequently found 

growing on wet and poorly drained soils and is most abundant 

in marshy fields, rough grassland and woodland. 

On sites where it can grow relatively unrestricted by mowing, 

and is avoided by grazing animals, it forms large tussocks with 

densely packed leaf shoots and an accumulation of dead leaf

litter; this allows individual plants to occupy the space they 

grow in. 

Churches to, in a sense, form a riparian habitat. When left to

grow naturally they provide fertile ground for gratitude, 

forgiveness and reconciliation, as well as the seeds of spiritual 

fruits such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control; seeds which may be 

distributed freely in the wider world. 

Possibly, Tufted Hair-grass (Deschampsia cespitosa) 
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THIRD STAGE – Difficult with steep 

climbs, one short and one long 

Start: St Mary Magdalene, 

Chulmleigh 
End: All Saints, Eggesford 

Distance: 4.5 miles (7.25 km) 

Overview 
From St Mary Magdalene -- going back down Rock Hill, up 

the valley and past Chawleigh Week Cross -- a footpath 

across a field and through woods reaches the B3042. The way 

then descends to the A377 before making a long, semi-circular

ascent and descent through woods, back to the A377. After 

crossing the road and the Exeter—Barnstable train line 

the route, finally, returns to All Saints Eggesford. 

From the top of Rock Hill the route follows the Ridge and 

Valley Way:

Go down Rock Hill, cross the Little Dart River and carry 

straight on up the track to Chawleigh Week.  

At the top of the hill, bear left and follow the lane to 

Chawleigh Week Cross. Continue in the direction of 

“Eggesford Station and Crediton”.

As the lane descends, carry on past a track into the woods on 

the left to reach a footpath which is also on the left (towards

Eggesford Forest). With the lane behind you, the footpath 

crosses the field at approx. ‘2 o-clock’.

Carry straight on as the path enters Upcott wood. Follow the 

way for ½ mile to reach the B3042. Turn right onto the road

and after 200 yards turn left onto a footpath (keep to the line

of the hedge).  

Still, though, the river

continues to flow -- 

-- by bend and ox bow -- 

enters  

time and again, 

a greater flow than its 

own: 

The Little Dart into 

the Taw

The Taw into the  

Bristol Channel 

The Bristol Channel 

into the Irish Sea and 

on into the Atlantic. 

An ocean that speaks 

with the heavens;

from which on each and 

all the rain falls 

to replenish the under-

ground stores 

of Rackenford Moor
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Where the River flows 

life will flourish (Ezekiel 

47:9) 

So my soul thirsts for 

God, for the living God. 

When can I go and meet 

with God? (Psalm 

42:1,2) 

Wherever this river 

goes, every living crea-

ture that swarms will live, 

and there will be very 

many fish, once these 

waters reach there. It will 

become fresh; and eve-

rything will live where the 

river flows (Ez 47:8b,9) 

On the banks, on both 

sides of the river, there 

will grow all kinds of 

trees for food. Their 

leaves will not wither nor 

their fruit fail, but they 

will bear fresh fruit every 

month, because the 

water from them flows 

from the sanctuary. 

Their fruit will be for 

food, and their leaves 

for healing. (Ez 47:12) 

Continue downhill after the ‘bus stop’. At a junction of tracks 

go straight on.  

NOTE The footpath is not clear at this point. At the junction 

of footpaths take the right-hand turn. Then, don’t take the 

next footpath on the right but follow the track to the left and 

then to the right: Head straight through the line of trees, pass-

ing a footpath sign before reaching the river. Cross the Little 

Dart River over an impressive footbridge.  

After the footbridge, cross a small field and turn left onto a 

well-trodden path. Follow this path for ca. ½ mile until it joins 

a road (at Park Mill Farm). Note: at one point the path goes to 

the right, through two small gates. At the road, turn left. 

Shortly, after crossing a bridge, over Huntacott Water, take 

the Bridleway on the left. Follow this bridleway, which can be 

muddy, until it reaches the road. Turn left, go over Chulmleigh 

Bridge, and take the immediate right onto a path that follows 

the Little Dart River. When this path reaches a kissing gate, 

turn right up the track, cross the river, and ascend Rock Hill.  

At the top of the hill, draw breath and then turn right  

and St Mary Magdalene, Chulmleigh will come into sight. 

To reach a public toilet (open during the day) carry on to 

the end of the churchyard and turn left onto a cobbled way. 

The toilet is to the right, beyond the War Memorial. 
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Welcome to St Mary Magdalene 
The Parish Church of St Mary Magdalene is a Grade I listed 

building, with a prominent four stage tower over ninety feet 

high, completed in 1520 and restored in the 1950s. 

Its castellated top and granite pinnacles are impressive and 

support the weather vanes that, with the chiming clock, were 

restored by the community within the last five years. 

Although possibly a tenth century building no medieval archi-

tecture survives, because of extensive 'restoration' during the 

nineteenth century. Even so the fifteenth century octagonal 

font, the wagon roof and the fifty-foot long carved wooden 

rood screen are important historical features, as are several 

nineteenth century stained-glass windows. 

The Friends of Chulmleigh Parish Church are active fund-raisers and 

contribute much to the maintenance of the building. 

Recently some re-ordering has occurred: removal of some 

pews in front of the screen to provide room for music and 

drama, removal of pews at the back, providing café space and 

a kitchen, whilst a lavatory facility is planned. 

Like so many other riv-

ers, the Little Dart car-

ries our pollution, the 

pressures of modern life. 

Devon Wildlife Trust’s 

long-term project 

Northern Devon Natu-

ral Solutions aims, 

through support and 

advice, to improve fresh-

water and farmland habi-

tats in the Taw and 

Torridge river catch-

ments, as well as water-

courses emptying into 

the sea off Exmoor. 

St Mary Magdalene, Chulmleigh by Brian Percival 
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Born of water and 

Spirit (from John 3:5)

This water flows . . . and 

when it enters the sea, 

the sea of stagnant  

waters, the water will  

become fresh  

(Ez 47:8a)

But whoever drinks  the 

water I give them will 

never thirst. Indeed the 

water I give them will 

become in them a spring 

of water welling up to 

eternal life (John 4:14)

A short walk through Chulmleigh 
Turn left on leaving the church porch and then left after leav-

ing the churchyard. Carry on past the toilet, with Chulmleigh 

Town Hall on the right. Turn left onto the main street, along 

which are a few shops, including a Post Office and a café 

(within a delicatessen). Immediately, at a junction, The Red

Lion is to the right – on East Street and opposite the pub is a

small family bakery. Turn left before a Central Stores, down 

New Street, pass the fire station on the right, and turn left

again to come to the top of Rock Hill.

Pilgrimage

The thing that I left behind 

Somehow, 

Somewhere, 

Unknowingly,

Probably unwisely, 

Begins to realise

That it’s invited back, 

As I take another step 

Moving through the landscape. 

I am held by a larger something 

Than just my 

Tired and confused self 

Doing all the navigating,

Moving gently, 

Not expecting 

Instant enlightenment, 
But grateful for the air clearing,

Tensions loosening. 

And if a friend 

Should be with me 

On this journey, 

Then the promise

Of tea and cake

Is always a strong possibility, 

Assisting further 

The opening of the heart, 

The remembrance

Of my authentic self, 

The sighting of my soul. 

Jon Bowra March 2025 
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THIRD STAGE – Difficult with steep 

climbs, one short and one long 

Start: St Mary Magdalene, 

Chulmleigh 
End: All Saints, Eggesford 

Distance: 4.2 miles (6.8 km)

Overview 
From St Mary Magdalene -- going back down Rock Hill, up 

the valley and past Chawleigh Week Cross -- a footpath 

across a field and through woods reaches the B3042. The way 

then descends to the A377 before making a long, semi-circular 

ascent and descent through woods, back to the A377. After 

crossing the road and the Exeter—Barnstable train line 

the route, finally, returns to All Saints Eggesford.  

From the top of Rock Hill the route follows the Ridge and 

Valley Way: 

Go down Rock Hill, cross the Little Dart River and carry 

straight on up the track to Chawleigh Week.  

At the top of the hill, bear left and follow the lane to 

Chawleigh Week Cross. Continue in the direction of 

“Eggesford Station and Crediton”. 

As the lane descends, carry on past a track into the woods on 

the left to reach a footpath which is also on the left (towards 

Eggesford Forest). With the lane behind you, the footpath 

crosses the field at approx. ‘2 o-clock’.  

Carry straight on as the path enters Upcott wood. Follow the 

way for ½ mile to reach the B3042. Turn right onto the road 

and after 200 yards turn left onto a footpath (keep to the line 

of the hedge).  

Still, though, the river 

continues to flow --  

-- by bend and ox bow -- 

enters  

time and again, 

a greater flow than its 

own: 

The Little Dart into 

the Taw 

The Taw into the  

Bristol Channel 

The Bristol Channel 

into the Irish Sea and 

on into the Atlantic. 

An ocean that speaks 

with the heavens; 

from which on each and 

all the rain falls 

to replenish the under-

ground stores  

of Rackenford Moor.
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Where the River flows 

life will flourish (Ezekiel 

47:9)

So my soul thirsts for

God, for the living God. 

When can I go and meet 

with God? (Psalm 

42:1,2) 

Wherever this river

goes, every living crea-

ture that swarms will live, 

and there will be very 

many fish, once these

waters reach there. It will 

become fresh; and eve-

rything will live where the 

river flows (Ez 47:8b,9) 

On the banks, on both 

sides of the river, there 

will grow all kinds of

trees for food. Their 

leaves will not wither nor

their fruit fail, but they

will bear fresh fruit every 

month, because the 

water from them flows 

from the sanctuary. 

Their fruit will be for

food, and their leaves

for healing. (Ez 47:12)

Continue downhill after the ‘bus stop’. At a junction of tracks 

go straight on.  

NOTE The footpath is not clear at this point. At the junction 

of footpaths take the right-hand turn. Then, don’t take the 

next footpath on the right but follow the track to the left and 

then to the right: Head straight through the line of trees, pass-

ing a footpath sign before reaching the river. Cross the Little 

Dart River over an impressive footbridge.  

After the footbridge, cross a small field and turn left onto a 

well-trodden path. Follow this path for ca. ½ mile until it joins

a road (at Park Mill Farm). Note: at one point the path goes to 

the right, through two small gates. At the road, turn left. 

Shortly, after crossing a bridge, over Huntacott Water, take 

the Bridleway on the left. Follow this bridleway, which can be

muddy, until it reaches the road. Turn left, go over Chulmleigh 

Bridge, and take the immediate right onto a path that follows 

the Little Dart River. When this path reaches a kissing gate, 

turn right up the track, cross the river, and ascend Rock Hill.  

At the top of the hill, draw breath and then turn right 

and St Mary’s Magdalene Chulmleigh will come into sight. 

To reach a public toilet (open during the day) carry on to

the end of the churchyard and turn left onto a cobbled way. 

The toilet is to the right, beyond the War Memorial. 
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SECOND STAGE – Moderate 

with one steep climb

Start: St James, Chawleigh

End: St Mary Magdalene, 
Chulmleigh

Distance: 3.5 miles (5.5 km) 

Overview 
From St James the route leaves Chawleigh along the B3042, 

to Hollow Tree Cross, before taking a footpath that leads -- 
via an unusual monument and through woods -- to an impres-

sive footbridge over the Little Dart River. The way then 

tracks the river before turning onto the Ridge and Valley Walk 

and making the steep ascent up Rock Hill to

St Mary Magdalene, Chulmleigh. 

Directions 
On leaving St James Church turn left and exit by the main 

church gate. Across the road is the Jubilee Hall – follow the 

path to the right of the hall (this goes past the public toilet) 

and turn right on reaching the road. Pass the village shop 

and continue through the village (ca. 400 yards. At the road

junction by Hollowtree, at the exit of the village there is a

Give Way Sign. Continue straight on for about 100 yards

(towards Chulmleigh) and take the footpath on the right-hand 

side. After crossing the first field, carry on with the line of the 

hedge on your left. At the end of the field, near a small out-

building, turn right, keeping the hedge on your left. A new gate 

then leads onto a path that descends into woods. 

Follow the path down to an unusual monument on the left — 

A bus stop! You might pause for a moment to consider the 

timetable.

Cattle graze on the 

fields  by the river’s 

banks. Elsewhere deer, 

panting for water, come 

to the river banks 

Kingfishers, too, have 

on rare occasions been 

seen 

Fish found in the Little 

Dart include Brown 

Trout and Chub
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There the ships go to 

and fro, and the  

leviathan (whale), which 

you formed to frolic 

there (Psalm 104:26) 

Then the angel showed 

me the river of the water 

of life, bright as crystal, 

flowing from the throne 

of God and of the 

Lamb through the mid-

dle of the street of the 

city. On either side of 

the river is the tree of 

life with its twelve kinds 

of fruit, producing its 

fruit each month; and 

the leaves of the tree 

are for the healing of the 

nations (Revelation 22:1,2) 

The path descends steeply, with a stream on the left. As you 

pass through a wooden five-bar gate, see if you can spot the 

unusual tall clumps of grass by the stream,  

pictured here  

Possibly, Tufted Hair-grass (Deschampsia cespitosa) 

Riparian Places 

Riparian (from Oxford Languages) Law: relating to or situated 

on the banks of a river. ‘all riparian states must sign an agree-

ment. Ecology: relating to wetlands adjacent to rivers and 

streams. 

The meeting here of stream and land is one such riparian area, 

with the most wonderful Tufted hair-grasses appearing as 

mounds about three feet tall. The persistent tussocks of  

Tufted hair-grass provide year-round shelter and refuge for a 

wide variety of invertebrates. The grass is frequently found 

growing on wet and poorly drained soils and is most abundant 

in marshy fields, rough grassland and woodland.  

On sites where it can grow relatively unrestricted by mowing, 

and is avoided by grazing animals, it forms large tussocks with 

densely packed leaf shoots and an accumulation of dead leaf 

litter; this allows individual plants to occupy the space they 

grow in. 

Churches too, in a sense, form a riparian habitat. When left to 

grow naturally they provide fertile ground for gratitude,  

forgiveness and reconciliation, as well as the seeds of spiritual 

fruits such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control; seeds which may be 

distributed freely in the wider world.  



14 

Continue along the path to reach the busy A377 

Here there is a road side stall that often sells seasonal fruit 

and flowers.  

Enter the car parking area on the left. Take the path, signpost-

ed as a Bridleway at the far end of the car park. The path runs 

parallel to the A377 and enters Southcott Wood (not Eg-

gesford Forest).  

After a  long steep ascent of ca. ¾ mile turn sharp right, fol-

lowing the sign post to Hilltown Wood (ignore the footpath 

straight on that goes back to Chawleigh). After a ¼ mile, the 

path descends to a T-junction. Turn left and then immediate 

right (at the corner) along a narrow, downward path. The 

path leads down to the A377.  

CAUTION Cross the A377 and follow the path opposite 

The path soon turns left and heads under the Exeter—

Barnstable train line before briefly running closely along-

side the tracks. Follow the wide, well-marked path for about 

¼ mile and turn right at the junction, onto the Tarka Trail. 

The path then, finally, leads down to All Saints Eggesford. 

The Culm Measures 

Some 300 million years ago the ground we walk on today was 

probably an estuary, or shallow sea, the meeting place of  

rivers which carried rocks and sediment to make up what we 

now call the ‘Culm Measures’, covering much of the northern 

half of Devon.  

The soil of the Culm Measures is generally of poor quality. 

This, combined with heavy rainfall, makes the area a natural 

habitat for so-called Culm grassland. Such grassland can take in 

large amounts of rain, and hold and purify the water, before 

slowly releasing it. Culm grassland can still be found, for exam-

ple, on Rackenford Moor, source of the Little Dart River. 

After you cross the 

A377, you might like to 

walk the last mile or so in 

silence. 

Be still and know that  

I am God (Psalm 46:10) 
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We are made in God’s 

image, the ground of our 

being, saturated with 

God’s blessing. 

Wisdom is a tree of life 

to those who lay hold of

her; those who hold her

fast are called happy 

(Proverbs 3:18)

If you want to return to Eggesford from here:  

Follow the path beyond the toilet. When it reaches the road

turn left and walk back through the village. Just beyond the 

former chapel turn right along Shooters Lane. You are now 

on the Ridge and Valley Walk.

Follow the lane to Southcott Cross. Take the footpath near

the road sign. [Alternatively, turn right along the lane and take 

the next left.] When the footpath joins the lane turn left, fol-

lowed by a sharp right. As the lane takes a sharp left follow 

the footpath ahead; the route heads towards West Hill 

Farm. Just before the farm take the path to the right.. Follow 

this down the valley, with woods on the left. On entering 

woods ahead carry straight on, down a relatively narrow path 

to reach the A377.

CAUTION Cross the A377 and follow the path opposite

The path soon turns left and heads under the Exeter—

Barnstable train line before briefly running closely along-
side the tracks. Follow the wide, well-marked path for about

0.2 mile and turn right at the junction, onto the Tarka Trail. 

The path then, finally, leads down to All Saints Eggesford.

St James, Chawleigh
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As the path starts to climb, keep the line of newly planted 

trees on your left . On reaching a gate, Fiddlecott Farm lies 

almost straight ahead. From the farm look down along the line 

of the hedge-and-trees to the bottom of the field: The path 

continues beyond the end of the hedge, close to a stream (a 

gate is hidden from view). Turn left and continue until the 

track reaches a gateway. Follow the footpath, with a kissing 

gate, straight ahead. Continue along this footpath until you 

come to one end of Chawleigh (on the B3096; ca. ½ mile 

from Fiddlecott Farm). 

Turn left, into the village. As the pavement ends, continue on, 

beyond Shooters Lane on the left. A little further on, on the 

right, is a former chapel. Take the footpath that runs by the 

side of the chapel and works its way out, via a small field, to a 

road. Follow the lane that runs almost straight ahead (a little 

to the right) to St James, Chawleigh, on the right, with the 

Jubilee Hall on the left.  

A public toilet (open during the day), situated just behind the 

Jubilee hall, is signposted. If you continue on the path that

leads to the toilet and turn right when it reaches the road

you’ll find a village shop (open most days until 4:00 pm).

Welcome to St James Chawleigh 
We are a friendly welcoming group of people who love the 

Lord and we welcome visitors and new comers with open 
arms. We are a mixture of ages and backgrounds and love 

our small village and surrounding countryside. Our services 

are relaxed and family friendly and we serve refreshments 

after every service.  

The rain that pours, on 

the good and the bad, 

replenishes the under-

ground stores of

Rackenford Moor, the 

undemanding  source of

the Little Dart River.  

Such wild moors , native 

here in North Devon,

resist human improve-

ments. 

No one ever steps in 
the same river twice, for 
it is not the same river 
and they are not the  same 
person — Heraclitus

Nor hears twice the same 
musical interplay of water 
flowing over ancient stone, 
slowly yielding the sands of 
time.  
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The Little Dart Way 

Pilgrim Folk Song 

As the river that rises 

on Rackenford Moor 

the Little Dart rolls 

into the Taw. 

From there she flows on 

to a far distant shore 

where tears and sorrows 

are heard of no more. 

May you find; may you find 

What you’re looking for, 

looking for my pilgrim friend 

An ancient spring rises 

from that distant shore 

and it grows as if flows 

through an open church door. 

May you find; may you find 

What you’re looking for, 

looking for my pilgrim friend 

Both rivers they rise 

to riparian ways 

to heal our land 

for all our today’s 

May you find; may you find 

What you’re looking for, 

looking for my pilgrim friend 

As the river that rises 

on Rackenford Moor 

the Little Dart rolls 

into the Taw. 

From there she flows on 

to a far distant shore 

where tears and sorrows 

are heard of no more. 

May you find; may you find 

What you’re looking for, 

looking for my pilgrim friend 

May we find; may we find 

What we’re looking for, 

looking for my pilgrim friend 
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A Pilgrim Story 

An archetypal story tells of a young pilgrim who set off in search of a 

place she had seen in her dreams. She was valiant and bold, and tired 

and grumpy, and with the kind help of strangers she finally arrived. But 

the treasure she sought was not there. She sat down, dejected. And 

there was found by a shabby looking old man. He asked, and she told 

him, her story. He too, he said, had a similar dream as a young man; 

and he went on to describe in detail the home the young pilgrim had  

started from.  

They shared a simple meal; and, as the old man rose to leave, he 

smiled and said, ‘Now you must wait . . .’ 

. . . It was, with all her efforts, in the silent waiting that she began to 

realize that this was a pilgrimage to her own heart. She continued then 

in silence. 

On coming down to the river, she saw her own reflection.  

The bedrock — which knows no longer the water just flowed by or 

the water yet to come, but only the water of the present — she is the 

bedrock and not the ever-flowing stream of thoughts and feelings pass-

ing through her. The river joyfully whispered, so it seemed, words of 

St James, patron saint of pilgrims, “remember who you are.” 

And so the pilgrim continued to walk the good earth, with an ever-

expanding heart, giving and receiving hospitality along the way. 
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In the beginning when 

God began to create 

the heavens and the 

earth, the earth was a 

formless void and dark-

ness covered the face of

the deep, while the spirit 

of God swept over the 

face of the waters 

(Genesis 1:1)

A river flows out of

Eden to water the  

garden (Genesis 2:10a) 

Blessed are those who

delight in the law of the 

Lord, and on God’s law 

they meditate day and 

night. They are like 

trees planted by rivers 

of living water, which 

yields its fruit in season 

and whose leaf does not 

wither. Whatever they do

prospers (from Psalm 1) 

Directions 
Follow the path to the right of the churchyard (church to the 

left), though the five-bar gate. This wide track climbs up, past a 

footpath sign pointing left, and then turns to the right (straight 

on leads into a farmyard). In the middle distance on your right

is Eggesford House 

Continue on the Tarka Trail for ¾ mile, where the path joins 

the road at Eggesford Fourways cross. Take the left-hand lane, 

walking past the War Memorial. 

Follow the gently winding lane and turn left into Trenchard 

Farm. Just before the entrance to the farm house the path 

turns right. The path now descends steeply, with a couple of 

good viewpoints, to a gate. Head diagonally across the field to 

the end of the hedge/line of trees, where the path turns to the 

right. Follow the path as it comes close to the River Taw 

until, after ⅓ mile, it reaches a narrow lane. Turn left onto the 

lane and, with caution, cross the train line, at Chenson 

Bridge.  

CAUTION We have now left the Tarka Trail and need to 

cross the A377. Listen for traffic when crossing as visibility is 
hampered by a bend in the road. 

On the other side of the A377, follow the left-hand track, a 

Bridleway signposted to Chawleigh — turn left onto the 

Bridleway and then right; the track starts to climb and soon 

takes a turn to the right. Continue uphill. At the brow of the 

hill is a wide gateway. Carry straight on, following the Bridle-

way with the hedge on your left. Keep along this old, uneven 

way until you reach a road (ca. ¾ mile from A377). Turn left 

and downwards; after a few hundred yards, take the footpath 

to the right.  
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FIRST STAGE — Moderate

Start: All Saints, Eggesford 

End: St James Chawleigh 
Distance: 4 miles (6.5 km) 

Welcome to All Saints, Eggesford 
A small and isolated church, restored and much rebuilt in 

1867. Some older fabric remains at the East end, the tower 

dates from the 15th century. The interior dates mainly from

the 1867 restoration, including the tiled floor, altar rails, choir 

stalls and pulpit. Seating includes some 18th century box pews. 

The north aisle contains the family box pew of the Earls of 

Portsmouth which now contains the organ. The Normal font 

was restored in 1919. There are two significant 17th century 

monuments to the Chichester family and a large18th century 

monument to William Fellowes in Italian marble. 

Overview 
From All Saints, Eggesford the route initially follows the 

Tarka Trail, coming close to the River Taw before crossing 

both the Exeter—Barnstable train line and the A377 to 

pick up a bridleway that climbs out of the valley and makes its 

way towards one end of Chawleigh 

In the Devonian period, 

(415- 360 million years 

ago) Devon was under

the sea near the equa-

tor. Sandstones and 

shales deposited at this 

time can now be found in 

both north and south 

Devon. The period is 

known as the “Age of

Fishes” due to the abun-

dance offish fossils 

The Little Dart rises 

near Rackenford. It

flows west past  

Witheridge and through 

a deep wooded valley 

between Chawleigh and 

Chulmleigh before 

meeting the River Taw. 

The name "Dart" in the 

Little Dart River is 

thought to be Celtic in 

origin. The first part of

the name, "Dar-", is 

believed to mean 

"oak". The second part

is less certain, but some 

possible etymologies 

include: Darwent or

Derventio: Meaning 

"sacred place of oak"  

All Saints, Eggesford 
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PILGRIM JOURNAL 
A cairn, such as the one on our logo, is an ancient way mark, a guide upon the way. 

In modern Hebrew the word for cairn means something like “a heap of witnesses” 

or “heap of evidence”. You are invited, then, to write your own account, here and 

in the visitor books of the churches en route. 
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Devon Pilgrim Routes 

Devon Pilgrim (www.devonpilgrim.org.uk) supports rural 

churches along pilgrimage routes, working with them to offer 

hospitality to pilgrims, along with opportunities to reflect,  

re-root and add prayers to those of the generations who have 

worshipped in such places.  

The Archangel's Way — Brentor to Chagford (30-38 

miles, depending on route chosen). Follow in the footsteps of 

pilgrims past and present on The Archangel’s Way across the 

north of Dartmoor, from towering St Michael’s church atop 

Brentor to St Michael the Archangel’s in Chagford, a bustling 

market town. The Archangel’s Way invites you to breathe 

deep, become more conscious of your spirit and spend some 

time to re-connect.  

St Boniface Way — From Crediton to Exeter (12.5-14.5 

miles, depending on route chosen). Throughout this 

pilgrimage route flow the interconnected themes of prayer, 

work and study. St Boniface would have been familiar with 

these as they formed the rhythms of his life as a Benedictine 

monk.  

The Eden Way — In the Teign Valley, a circular route  

beginning and ending at Dunsford (18 miles). Come and expe-

rience the contrasts: wild and cultivated, bleak and densely 

foliaged, craggy quarries and gentle fields grazed by sheep and 

cattle, in an environment very conscious of the climate emer-

gency – altogether an ideal place for a pilgrimage to explore 

and celebrate the abundance of God’s creation in the context 

of the ambiguities and challenges of the 21st century. 

Patteson’s Way — Starts and finishes at Feniton, near  
Ottery St Mary (7.8 miles).  

The Patteson's Way pilgrimage was created by The 

Melanesian Mission and is supported by Devon Pilgrim to 

commemorate the 150th anniversary of the martyrdom of 

Bishop John  Coleridge Patteson, first Bishop of Melanesia.  

 
Did our hearts not burn within us while we were walking together along the way? 

The Little Dart Way 
Where the River flows life will flourish

A circular route, of approximately 12 miles (ca. 19.5 km), taking in All 
Saints Eggesford, St James Chawleigh and St Mary Magdalene Chulmleigh 

A Pilgrimage in Search of Two Rivers 


